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Environment Protection Licence Details 

Licence Holder: 

Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 
PO Box 3284 
Thornton, NSW 2322 
ABN: 15 093 914 937 

EPL Number: EPL 12133 

EPL Anniversary Date: 08 June 

Premises: 
Tea Gardens Quarry 
569 Myall Way 
Tea Gardens, NSW 2324 

Authorised 
Business Contact: 

Scott Ellerton 
Environment & Development Manager 
0447 044 646 
se@hunterquarries.com.au  

Website: https://hunterquarries.com.au/reporting/ 

Scheduled Activity: 
Crushing, Grinding or Separating 

Extractive activities 

Fee-Based Activity: 
Crushing, Grinding or Separating 

> 30,000 – 100,000 T annual 
processing capacity 

Extractive activities 
> 50,000 – 100,000 T annually 
extracted or processed 
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Terms, Definitions and Abbreviations 

Abbreviation / Term Meaning 

BVMP Blasting & Vibration Management Protocol 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

EPA NSW Environmental Protection Authority 

EPL Environment Protection Licence 

HQPL Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 

km Kilometre 

MCC Mid Coast Council 

MSDS Material Safety Data Sheet 

NMP Noise Management Plan 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

PIRMP Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

POEO Act NSW Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

POEO(G) Regulation NSW Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 

TGQ Tea Gardens Quarry 

TfNSW Transport for NSW 

tpa tonnes per annum 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Overview of the Tea Gardens Quarry 

The Tea Gardens Quarry (TGQ) is located at 569 Myall Way, Tea Gardens (Lot 64, DP705955) approximately  
2 km to the north-west of the Tea Gardens village. The site commenced operations in the early 1970’s and 
currently operates under Development Consent, DA 2384, issued by MidCoast Council (formerly Great Lakes 
Council) on 27 January 1987 (the Consent). The site has an Environment Protection Licence (EPL), EPL 12133, 
which covers the premises and provides specific conditions for operational activity, environmental 
monitoring and reporting. 

Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd (HQPL) acquired the TGQ site from Mountain Industries in 2002 and operated the 
site continuously until 2013. Since 2014, HQPL has operated the site on a campaign basis for project-specific 
material supply contracts. 

Access to the site is provided from an intersection off Myall Way and will remain in its current form. The 
intersection is a Type 2 intersection that was constructed in accordance with the Development Consent and 
Council specifications. The site drains to Kore Kore Creek to the west via a culvert beneath Myall Way. The 
site layout and locality are illustrated by Figure 1. 
 

1.2 Purpose 

This document has been prepared to provide HQPL with a consistent approach to the management of 
environmental and pollution incidents; and sets out the minimum standards and processes to achieve this 
intended level of management. The Pollution Incident Response Management Plan (PIRMP) applies only to 
the TGQ site described in Section 1.1 and illustrated in Figure 1. 

As such, the purpose of this PIRMP is to: 
■ Minimise the chance of a pollution incident taking place and any subsequent environmental impact;  
■ Outline the key management and reporting strategies in case of a pollution incident occurring; and 
■ Ensure efficient communication and assist in the training of staff so that this plan is implemented as 

intended, and the procedures are followed to minimise risk to employees and the environment. 
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2.0 Overview of the PIRMP 

2.1 Objectives 

Pollution Incident Response Management Plans (PIRMPs) are Management Plans that all holders of EPL’s are 
required to prepare in accordance with section 153A of the NSW Protection of the Environment Operations 
Act 1997 (POEO Act). 

The objectives of the PIRMP are to: 

▪ Minimise the risk of a pollution incident occurring as a result of their licensed activities, as they 
would have identified risks and the actions they propose to take to minimise and manage those risks. 

▪ Establish clear and effective notification, action and communication procedures to ensure the right 
people are notified, warned and quickly provided with updates and information they may need to 
act appropriately, including: 

o people who may need to be involved in incident responses – including staff at the premises, 
the NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA), and other relevant authorities (such as 
Fire and Rescue NSW and MidCoast Council); and 

o industrial, commercial and residential neighbours and other members of the community. 

▪ Properly train staff and detail up-to-date incident management information available to ensure the 
potential impact of a pollution incident is minimised. 

Part 5.7A of the POEO Act requires all licence holders to prepare, keep, test and implement their PIRMP; with 
Chapter 4 of the General Regulation setting out the specific information a licence holder must include in their 
PIRMP. 

The general requirements of the PIRMP are to: 

■ All licensees must prepare a PIRMP (section 153A). 

■ A PIRMP must be in the form required by the regulations and must include the information detailed 
in the POEO Act (section 153C) and the General Regulation (section 72 and section 73). 

■ Licensees must keep the PIRMP at the premises the environment protection licence relates to, or 
where the relevant activity takes place (in the case of trackable waste transporters and mobile plant) 
(section 153D of the POEO Act) and make certain parts of the PIRMP available on a publicly 
accessible website of the licensee, or alternatively provide a copy upon written request (section 74 
of the General Regulation). 

■ Licensees must test their PIRMP in accordance with the regulations (section 153E of the POEO Act 
and section 75 of the General Regulation). 

■ Licensees must implement their PIRMP immediately if a pollution incident occurs that causes or 
threatens material harm to the environment (as defined in section 147 of the POEO Act) (section 
153F of the POEO Act). 
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2.2 Definitions 

The POEO Act defines pollution as: 
 “Pollution means – water pollution, air pollution, noise pollution, or land pollution.” 

The POEO Act defines a pollution incident as: 
“Pollution incident means an incident or set of circumstances during or as a consequence of which there 
is or is likely to be a leak, spill or other escape or deposit of a substance, as a result of which pollution 
has occurred, is occurring or is likely to occur. It includes an incident or set of circumstances in which a 
substance has been placed or disposed of on premises, but it does not include an incident or set of 
circumstances involving only the emission of any noise.” 

The POEO Act defines material harm to the environment as: 
 “(a) harm to the environment is material if: 

(i) It involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human beings or to 
ecosystems that is not trivial, or 

(ii) It results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or amounts in 
aggregate, exceeding $10,000 (or such other amount as is prescribed by the 
regulations), and 

“(b) loss includes the reasonable costs and expenses that would be incurred in taking all reasonable 
and practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make good harm to the environment.” 

Notification is required if a pollution incident causes or threatens to cause material harm to the 
environment; and even if the incident only occurs within the licence holder’s premises. 
 

2.3 Availability of the PIRMP 

A hard copy of this plan must be kept at the licensed premises and shall be made readily available on request 
by an authorised EPA officer and to any person who is responsible for implementing this plan.  

Parts of the plan must be available either on a publicly accessible website, or by providing a copy of the plan 
to any person who makes a written request, in accordance with section 74 of the POEO (General) Regulation 
2022. As such, a redacted soft copy of this will also be maintained on the Hunter Quarries’ website. 
 

2.4 Key Contacts 

If a pollution incident arises or is likely to arise from activities at the TGQ site, the individual/s involved must 
promptly inform the Quarry Manager and the Environment & Development Manager. These primary 
contacts will then either initiate the response plan or delegate an authorised secondary contact listed in 
Table 1 below to activate the plan. 

The person responsible for activating the PIRMP will also hold responsibility for notifying the relevant 
authorities and managing the response and/or investigation to the pollution incident, this can also be 
delegated from a supervisor to an alternative person/s. 
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Table 1 Key Contacts to Implement the PIRMP. 

Note: Whilst personnel contact details are listed in the controlled version of the PIRMP maintained onsite, 
they do not appear in the version published to the Hunter Quarries’ website under provision of the Privacy 
and Personal Information Protection Act 1998. 
  

Contact Role Contact Details 

Primary Contacts 

Darryn Bosch Quarry Manager 
 
 

Scott Ellerton Environment & Development Manager 
 
 

Secondary Contacts 

John Evans Quarry Supervisor 
 
 

Steven Hackett Environment Coordinator 
 
 

Alternative Contacts 

Todd Kalajzich General Manager 
 
 

Janelle Egginton WHS Coordinator 
 
 



 

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

Tea Gardens Quarry, Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 

 

Document Number Version Number Version Date Revision Date Document Owner Page 

ENV–EMP–TGQ005 Version 7 19/06/2026 19/06/2027 E&D Manager 11 of 57 
 

3.0 Regulatory Requirements of the PIRMP 

The requirements of the PIRMP as outlined by section 5.7A of the POEO Act and the POEO (General) 
Regulation 2022 are summarised by Table 2. 

Table 2 Summary of Detailed PIRMP Requirements of the General Regulation. 

 

Clause 
Number 

Legislative Requirements 
Section 

Addressed 

section 5.7A of the POEO Act – Duty to Prepare and Implement PIRMP 

153A 

Duty of licence holder to prepare pollution incident response management plan 
The holder of an environment protection licence must prepare a pollution incident 
response management plan that complies with this Part in relation to the activity 
to which the licence relates. 

This PIRMP 

153B 

EPA may direct other persons to prepare pollution incident response 
management plan 

1) The EPA may, in accordance with the regulations, require the occupier of premises 
at which industry is carried out to prepare a pollution incident response 
management plan that complies with this Part in relation to activities at the 
premises. 

This PIRMP 

153C 

Information to be included in plan 
A pollution incident response management plan must be in the form required by 
the regulations and must include the following— 

This PIRMP 

a) the procedures to be followed by the holder of the relevant environment 
protection licence, or the occupier of the relevant premises, in notifying a 
pollution incident to— 
i. the owners or occupiers of premises in the vicinity of the premises to 

which the environment protection licence or the direction under section 
153B relates, and 

ii. the local authority for the area in which the premises to which the 
environment protection licence or the direction under section 153B 
relates are located and any area affected, or potentially affected, by the 
pollution, and 

iii. any persons or authorities required to be notified by Part 5.7, 

Section 4.0 
and 

Section 8.3 

b) a detailed description of the action to be taken, immediately after a pollution 
incident, by the holder of the relevant environment protection licence, or the 
occupier of the relevant premises, to reduce or control any pollution, 

Section 8.2 
and 

Appendix 1 

c) the procedures to be followed for co-ordinating, with the authorities or 
persons that have been notified, any action taken in combating the pollution 
caused by the incident and, in particular, the persons through whom all 
communications are to be made, 

Section 8.3 
and 

Section 8.4 

d) any other matter required by the regulations. This PIRMP 

153D 

Keeping of plan 
A person who is required to prepare a pollution incident response management 
plan under this Part must ensure that it is kept at the premises to which the 
relevant environment protection licence relates, or where the relevant activity 
takes place, and is made available in accordance with the regulations. 

Section 2.3 

153E 

Testing of plan 
A person who is required to prepare a pollution incident response management 
plan under this Part must ensure that it is tested in accordance with the 
regulations. 

Section 9.2 



 

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

Tea Gardens Quarry, Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 

 

Document Number Version Number Version Date Revision Date Document Owner Page 

ENV–EMP–TGQ005 Version 7 19/06/2026 19/06/2027 E&D Manager 12 of 57 
 

 

Clause 
Number 

Legislative Requirements 
Section 

Addressed 

153F 

Implementation of plan 
If a pollution incident occurs in the course of an activity so that material harm to 
the environment (within the meaning of section 147) is caused or threatened, the 
person carrying on the activity must immediately implement any pollution 
incident response management plan in relation to the activity required by this 
Part. 

This PIRMP 

section 72 of the POEO(G) Regulation – Additional matters to be included in PIRMP 

72 For the Act, section 153C(d), the following matters must be included in a PIRMP. This PIRMP 

72 (a) 
A description of the hazards to human health or the environment associated with 
the activity to which the licence relates (the relevant activity), 

Section 5.0 
and 

Appendix 1 

72 (b) 
The likelihood of any such hazards occurring, including details of any conditions or 
events that could, or would, increase that likelihood, 

Section 5.0 
and 

Appendix 1 

72 (c) 
Details of the pre-emptive action to be taken to minimise or prevent any risk of 
harm to human health or the environment arising out of the relevant activity, 

Section 8.1 

72 (d) 
An inventory of potential pollutants and the purpose on the premises or used in 
carrying out the relevant activity, 

Section 6.0 

72 (e) 
The maximum quantity of any pollutant that is likely to be stored or held at 
particular locations, including underground tanks, at or on the premises to which 
the license relates, 

Section 6.0 

72 (f) 
A description of the safety equipment or other devices that are used to minimise 
the risks to human health or the environment and to contain to control a pollution 
incident, 

Section 7.0 
and 

Figure 2 

72 (g) 
 

The names, positions and 24-hour contact details of those key individuals who: 
i. are responsible for activating the plan, and 

ii. are authorised to notify relevant authorities under the Act, section 148, 
and 

iii. are responsible for managing the response to a pollution incident, 

Section 2.4 

72 (h) The contact details of each relevant authority referred to in the Act, section 148, Section 4.2 

72 (i) 
Details of the mechanisms for providing early warnings and regular updates to 
the owners and occupiers of premises near the premises to which the licence 
relates or where the scheduled activity is carried on, 

Section 4.3 

72 (j) 
The arrangements for minimising the risk of harm to persons who are on the 
premises or who are present where the scheduled activity is being carried on, 

Section 8.5 

72 (k) 

A detailed map, or set of maps, showing the location of the premises to which the 
licence relates, the surrounding area likely to be affected by a pollution incident, 
the location of potential pollutants on the premises and the location of 
stormwater drains on the premises, 

Figure 3 
and 

Section 8.2 

72 (l) 
A detailed description of how an identified risk of harm to human health will be 
reduced, including, as a minimum, by early warnings, updates and the action to 
be taken during or immediately after a pollution incident to reduce the risk, 

Section 4.3 
and  

Section 8.1 

72 (m) The nature and objectives of a staff training program in relation to the PIRM plan, Section 9.1 

72 (n) 
The dates on which the PIRM plan has been tested and the name of the person 
who carried out the test, 

Section 9.2 

72 (o) The dates on which the PIRM plan is updated, 
Revision 
History 

72 (p) The way in which the PIRM plan must be tested and maintained. Section 9.2 
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4.0 Notification of Pollution Events 

Part 5.7 of the POEO Act specifies notification requirements for pollution incidents. All employees and 
contractors are legally required to follow the notification requirements. 

 

4.1 Notification to Internal Stakeholders 

The employer, occupier of the premises or any person carrying out an activity which causes a pollution 
incident must immediately notify the Quarry Manager and the Environment & Development Manager. If the 
incident has caused or threatens to cause material harm, then the relevant authorities must also be notified 
immediately. 
 

Roles & Responsibilities 

The following roles and responsibilities for communicating a pollution incident once reported are 
summarised by Table 3. 

Table 3 Roles and Responsibilities during a Pollution Incident. 

 

4.2 Notification to Relevant Authorities 

First Notification 

If there is an immediate threat to human health or the environment, the ‘first notification’ to relevant 
authorities is warranted for contact and direction. 

The ‘first notification’ is to be issued to emergency services, including Fire and Rescue, Police, Ambulance by 
calling 000. 
 

Relevant Authorities Notification 

In the case of a pollution incident that causes or threatens to cause material harm to the environment, 
authorities are to be advised of the incident in accordance with Part 5.7A of the POEO Act. 

Table 4 summarises the relevant authorities that are to be notified following a pollution incident.  

 

Role Responsibility 

Environment & 
Development 

Manager 
(or suitable delegate) 

■ When notified of a pollution incident, enact the PIRMP, including notifications 
to relevant authorities and external stakeholders. 

■ Record all relevant information regarding this incident. 
■ Complete follow-up PIRMP tests within one month of incident. 

Quarry Manager 
(or suitable delegate) 

■ Determine the extent of the pollution incident and contact the executive. 
■ Determine and implement all reasonably practicable measures to minimise 

the impact of the pollution incident where safe to do so. 

Staff / Contractors 
■ Immediately report any incidents to Quarry Supervisor after the person 

becomes aware of a pollution incident. 
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Table 4 Relevant Authorities to Report Pollution Incidents. 

 

Information to be Reported 

In accordance with section 150 of the POEO Act the following information is to be provided: 

1. Details of the incident: 
a. the time, date, nature, duration, and location of the incident, 
b. the location of the place where pollution is occurring or is likely to occur, 
c. the nature, the estimated quantity or volume and the concentration of any pollutants 

involved, if known, 
d. the circumstances in which the incident occurred (including the cause of the incident, if 

known), 
e. the action taken or proposed to be taken to deal with the incident and any resulting 

pollution or threatened pollution, if known, 
f. other information prescribed by the regulations. 

2. Any information known to the person reporting the incident at the time of notification. 

3. Any further information that became known to the person reporting the incident following the initial 
notification. 

 

4.3 Notification to External Stakeholders 

In the event of an incident, communicating with the local community is an important element in managing 
the response to any incident. Notifications will be undertaken at the determination of the Environment & 
Development Manager. The following methodology is proposed to be utilised as required: 

■ Early warnings: Same day SMS Text Message Notifications to identified landholders that may be 
affected by the incident. 

■ Updates: Continued regular SMS Text Message Notifications to identified landholders if the incident 
continues to occur over multiple days. 

■ Reporting: Formal reporting, such as letter drops, if considered necessary to surrounding 
landholders. 

The information provided to the community will be relevant to the incident, and may include the following:  
■ The type of incident that occurred; 
■ Potential impacts to local landholders and the community; 
■ Tea Gardens Quarry site contact details; and 
■ Advice or recommendations based on the incident type or scale. 

Relevant Authority Contact Details Status 

NSW Environment Protection Authority 131 555 

Statutory under POEO Act. 
Fire & Rescue NSW 1300 729 579 

Safework NSW 131 050 

MidCoast Council 02 7955 7777 

NSW Resource Regulator 1300 814 609 
If deemed necessary under 
the NSW WHS (Mines & 
Petroleum Sites) Act 2013. 
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In the event that the incident is being coordinated by emergency services, communications would be under 
the control of those services. HQPL would assist the governing authorities as directed and consider the 
following options for providing warnings and updates to the community on pollution incidents: 

■ Communication with the community; 
■ Public notifications / notices / meetings; 
■ Direct phone contact with any immediate neighbours directly impacted by the incident; and/or 
■ Letterbox drops of incident information and site contacts. 
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5.0 Description and Assessment of Hazards. 

To minimise risk to human health or the environment, HQPL has prepared a risk assessment which outlines 
the identified hazards on site. The key potential major hazards at the site may include: 

■ Emissions (such as blast plume or fume) resulting in poor air quality; 

■ Uncontrolled discharges of sediment-laden water after major storm events; and 

■ Spills (such as hazardous goods or hydrocarbons) resulting in land, surface water and/or groundwater 
contamination. 

 

5.1 Risk Assessment 

A risk assessment matrix was developed to consider risks against a consistent framework within the Hunter 
Quarries business group. Table 5 outlines considerations for potential pollution incident consequences and 
Table 6 summarises the considered likelihood of occurrences. 

An Environmental Risk Assessment was subsequently undertaken to assess the impact of potential hazards 
that could cause pollution incidents and the likelihood of the pollution event occurring. The Risk Assessment 
is summarised below in Appendix 1.  
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Table 5 Risk Assessment Consequence Framework. 

Rating Health & Safety Environment Image, Reputation & Community Legal & Compliance Financial Impact 

5 Catastrophic 

• Multiple fatalities (3 or more fatalities in 
a single incident). 
• Multiple cases (5 or more) of Permanent 
Damage Injuries or Diseases that result in 
permanent disabilities in a single incident. 

• Unconfined and widespread. 
• Environmental damage or effect 
(permanent; >10 years). 
• Requires major remediation.  

• Complete loss of trust or social unrest 
likely leading to closure. 
• Loss of multiple major. customers or 
large proportion of sales contracts. 
• Security incident resulting in multiple 
fatalities or major equipment damage. 
• Formal expression of significant 
dissatisfaction by government.  

• Major litigation / prosecution at 
corporate level. 

• Environment repair cost >$100k. 
• Plant / Property damage >$500k. 

4 Major 

• Single incident resulting in human 
fatality. 
• Permanent Damage Injury or Disease 
that results in a permanent disability - less 
than 5 cases in a single incident. 

• Off-site degradation which has 
persistent but reversable impacts. 
• Long-term (1 to 2) impact. 
• Requires significant remediation. 
• Prosecution potential high under 
environmental laws. 

• Security / stakeholder incident resulting 
in single loss of life or equipment damage.  
• Topic of broad societal concern and 
criticism. 
• Negative national media coverage. 
• Investigation from government. 
• Community discontent and impact on 
viability of business. 
• Loss of major customer. 

•  Major litigation / prosecution at Division 
level. 
• Breach of external requirement (license, 
legislation, regulation, contract etc.) with 
high potential for prosecution and/or high 
impact. 

• Environment repair cost between $50k 
and $100k 
• Plant / Property damage between $100k 
and $500k. 

3 Moderate 

• Lost Time Injury (LTI). 
• Lost Time Disease (LTD). 
• Permanent Disabling Injury (PDI). 
• Permanent Disabling Disease (PDD). 
• Single incident that results in multiple 
medical treatments. 

• On-site/Off-site degradation which has 
reversable impacts. 
• Short-term impact (<6 months) that 
requires moderate remediation. 

• Local adverse media attention. 
• Loss of reputation or ability to secure 
work in local area, complaints that result 
in changes to external requirements. 

• Non-compliance with external 
requirement with moderate potential for 
prosecution and penalty or fine. 

• PIRMP ACTIVATES 
• Environment repair cost between $10k 
and $50k. 
• Plant / Property damage between $20k 
and $100k. 

2 Minor 

• Medical Treatment Injury (MTI). 
• Medical Treatment Disease (MTD). 
• Restricted Work Injury (RWI). 
• Restricted Work Disease (RWD). 

• Near source and confined with work 
area. 
• Temporary or may require minor 
remediation (<1 week). 

• Multiple community complaints or 
complaints that require changes to 
internal operating procedures. 

• Repeated non-compliance with internal 
procedure. 
• Non-compliance with external 
requirement with low potential impact 

• Environment repair cost between $5k 
and $10k. 

1 Negligible 
• First Aid Injury (FAI) or illness (not 
considered disease or disorder). 

• Near source and confined. 
• No lasting environmental damage or 
effect. 
• Requires minor or no remediation. 

• Community complaint resolved with no 
changes to existing operating procedures. 

• Internal regulation breaches without fine 
or penalty. 

• Environment repair cost <$5k. 
• Plant / Property damage <$5k. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

Tea Gardens Quarry, Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 

 

Document Number Version Number Version Date Revision Date Document Owner Page 

ENV–EMP–TGQ005 Version 7 19/06/2026 19/06/2027 E&D Manager 18 of 57 
 

Table 6 Risk Assessment Likelihood Framework. 

 

 

 
  

Rating E – Rare D – Unlikely C – Possible B – Likely 
A – Almost 

Certain 

PROJECT 
LIFETIME 

Unlikely to 
occur during a 

lifetime 

Could occur 
about once 

during a 
lifetime 

Could occur 
more than once 

during a 
lifetime 

May occur 
about once per 

year 

May occur 
several times 

per year 

 
5 Catastrophic 

 
15 (M) 19 (H) 22 (H) 24 (H) 25 (H) 

 
4 Major 

 
10 (M) 14 (M) 18 (H) 21 (H) 23 (H) 

 
3 Moderate 

 
6 (L) 9 (M) 13 (M) 17 (H) 20 (H) 

 
2 Minor 

 
3 (L) 5 (L) 8 (M) 12 (M) 16 (M) 

 
1 Negligible 

 
1 (L) 2 (L) 4 (L) 7 (M) 11 (M) 
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6.0 Inventory of Potential Pollutants 

The TGQ site is currently non-operational with no chemicals, fuels or other substances currently stored at the 
premises, as summarised by the inventory of pollutants provided below in Table 7. 

During operational quarry campaigns this will be updated accordingly. 

The site layout and locations of potential pollutants and safety equipment are illustrated by Figure 2. 

Table 7 Detailed Inventory of Potential Pollutants. 

 

 

 
Figure 2 Location of Potential Pollutants and Safety Equipment (Layout for Non-Operating Periods). 

  

Substance Location Volume or Quantity 

– – – 
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7.0 Safety Equipment 

Chemicals and fuels are stored within purpose built and bunded areas (e.g. diesel above ground storage, oil 
storage areas) during operational campaigns. A Spill kit is permanently located adjacent to the weighbridge 
and periodically at chemical or oil storage areas during operational campaigns. These spill kits are inspected 
regularly and make replacements as required or following spill events.  

Locations of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and containment equipment are available if required for all 
employees. Table 8 outlines the safety equipment kept on site in accordance with clause 72(f) of the 
POEO(G) Regulation. 

Table 8 Detailed Inventory of Safety Equipment. 

 

 
 

  

Product Type 
Location/s of where 
equipment is stored 

Total Quantity 
Calibrations/Maintenance 

Requirements 

Fire Extinguisher Weighbridge. Numerous 

Inspected Regularly 

Spill Kit Weighbridge. Numerous 

PPE 
(PVC Gloves, Safety Glasses) 

Issued to all staff and 
Storage Areas. 

4 

MSDS Storage Areas. - 

First Aid 
Light Vehicles and 

Weighbridge. 
Numerous 

Safety Signage Various locations Numerous 
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8.0 Actions to be Taken 

8.1 Pre-Emptive Actions 

This section details actions taken to minimise or prevent risk of harm to human health or the environment 
from the activities undertaken at the Tea Gardens Quarry site. Note some actions only apply during 
operational campaigns. 

■ Bushfire – Maintain fire breaks, hazard reduction burns as required. 

■ Dust – Dust levels are controlled by keeping road surfaces and stockpiles moist during wind events. 

■ Hydrocarbon Leaks – All refuelling will occur with designated areas and all hydrocarbons will be stored 
in 110% bunds/berms. 

■ Chemical Spills – Spill kits on sit to effectively minimise risk of emissions leaving site. 

■ Site environmental and safety management plans; 

■ Regular inspections and maintenance; 

■ Environmental monitoring; 

■ Correct storage and waste management; and 

■ Staff training and awareness. 

The site makes all attempts to prevent pollution incidents. In a situation where a pollution incident is 
imminent and may potentially cause detrimental impacts to human health or the environment, the site will 
contact the necessary stakeholders to provide as much early warning as possible. 
 

8.2 During or Immediately After a Pollution Incident 

Upon identification of a pollution incident, initial incident response includes notification of a competent 
person who can contain the pollution event, if safe to do so, in accordance with internal reporting 
procedures. 

The ‘competent’ person will then implement the relevant controls as outlined in the Environmental Risk 
Assessment provided in Appendix 1. If an evacuation is required, this shall be completed in accordance with 
site procedures. 

If safe to do so, environmental controls for the containment of a pollution incident will be implemented, 
which may include: 

■ Emergency spill kits; 
■ Mobile water trucks;  
■ Application of flocculate and increased erosion and sediment controls; or 
■ Mobilisation of available earthmoving equipment. 

 
Figure 3 illustrates the likely distribution of potential pollution consisting of a 1 km radius surrounding the 
site, which corresponds to the community consultation zone provided in the site’s Environmental 
Management Plan (EMP). 
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8.3 Immediate Notification of a Pollution Incident 

Section 148 of the POEO Act requires holders of an EPL to report pollution incidents “immediately” instead of 
"as soon as practicable." This means that licensees must report pollution incidents without delay to the 
relevant authorities in accordance with the process outlined by Section 4.3 of this PIRMP. 
 

8.4 Post-Incident Actions and Clean-Up 

In the event of a pollution incident, a detailed incident investigation will occur, and the findings of this will be 
sent to the EPA (and other relevant agencies if deemed relevant) within 7x days in the form of an Incident 
Report. 

If HQPL was notified of the pollution incident by a member of the public, then the complaint will be also 
logged in accordance with internal community complaints procedures. 

If necessary, the following will occur post pollution incident: 
■ Hire specialised contractors for clean-up operations, as deemed necessary. 
■ Coordination with all relevant personnel and authorities. 
■ Maintain detailed records of the incident, including the nature of the spill, response actions taken, 

and any environmental impact. 
 
However, for significant or catastrophic incidents, consent (or permission) of key relevant agencies will be 
sought prior to disturbing the scene unless an immediate emergency response is required. 
 

8.5 Minimisation of Harm to Persons on the Premises 

General information relating to pollution incidents and emergency response are be included in site 
inductions. All staff and contractors must complete this induction prior to undertaking any onsite operations. 

If a pollution incident requires the evacuation of the site, actions will be completed in accordance with the 
site Evacuation Procedure. All staff are informed on the location of muster point through site inductions, 
signage, and ongoing training. All records of staff inductions are to be maintained, updated as required and 
available upon request. 

HQPL is committed to minimising the harm in the event of a pollution incident. Key measures to minimise 
harm to persons on the premises include (but are not limited to):  

■ Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

■ Conducting risk assessments when appropriate. 

■ Immediate response strategy including emergency assemblage points, relevant contact details, 
stop work instructions and evacuation strategies. 

■ Employee pollution incident training and procedures. 

■ Environmental and employee health monitoring. 

■ Reduction of pollutants on site. 
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■ Regular assessment of potential pollutants on site (location, amount, potential risk, mitigation 
measures. 

■ Establishing exclusion zones / perimeters to limit exposure of employees to pollutants. 

■ Advise relevant regulatory authorities if spill is considered to be significant or threatening material 
harm and adhere to any instructions issued.  

■ Where possible, contain spillage in designated containers/areas. 

■ Remove contaminated soil and or/absorption material to an approved disposal site as advised by 
the EPA or Council. 

■ Regular site inspections. 
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9.0 Training, Testing and Review 

9.1 Training and Awareness 

Staff will be trained and inducted on the PIRMP prior to undertaking any operations on site and will include 
potential scenarios that may require implementation of the plan. Records of inductions will be kept on site, 
and staff will undertake yearly training to ensure they remain up to date with procedures. 
 

9.2 Testing and Periodic Review 

The PIRMP will be tested at least once annually to ensure the information included in the plan is accurate 
and up to date, and that each plan is capable of being implemented in a workable and effective manner. The 
testing of the PIRMP will involve a desktop exercise or scenario, and practical exercises or drills. The testing 
will cover all components of the PIRMP, including the effectiveness of training. 

The PIRMP will be tested and reviewed within one month from the date of any pollution incident that 
triggers this PIRMP. The review will also consist of assessment of any additional hazards and control 
measures. 

Any updates to the PIRMP will be detailed within the Revision History section of this document. 

A summary of PIRMP testing is provided by Table 9. 

Table 9 Summary of PIRMP Testing. 

  

Date Name & Position Test Type Key Findings 

17/02/2017 Tim Grugeon (Environment Officer) Desktop No changes required. 

29/03/2018 Tim Grugeon (Environment Officer) Desktop No changes required. 

15/02/2019 Tim Grugeon (Environment Officer) Desktop No changes required. 

10/02/2020 
Joel Fleming (Environment Officer) 

Greg Dressler (Quarry Manager) 
Desktop No changes required. 

12/03/2021 
Joel Fleming (Environment Officer) 

Stephanie Blackwood (WHS Coordinator) 
Desktop No changes required. 

16/03/2022 
Joel Fleming (E&D Manager) 

Isaac Daley (Environment Officer) 
Desktop No changes required. 

23/06/2023 Scott Ellerton (E&D Manager) 
Field 

Scenario 

Comprehensive review of the PIRMP 
required in accordance with the 
EPA’s 2022 PIRMP Guideline. 

11/06/2024 Scott Ellerton (E&D Manager) 
Desktop 
Review 

Comprehensive review of the PIRMP 
required in accordance with the 
updates with development of the 
Environmental Management Plan. 

17/06/2025 
Scott Ellerton (E&D Manager) 

Mia Wilson (Environment Coordinator) 
Desktop 
Scenario 

Develop site specific fieldsheets and 
documentation for the TGQ site.  

10/06/2026 
Scott Ellerton (E&D Manager) 

Steven Hackett  
(Environment Coordinator) 

Desktop 
Scenario 

Comprehensive review of the PIRMP 
required in accordance with the 
EPA’s licensing reforms. Other 
updates required for personnel 
changes and Relevant Authority 
contacts. 
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10.0 References 

EPA Guideline 

■ NSW Environment Protection Authority. (2022). Guideline: Pollution Incident Response Management 
Plans. State of NSW. Available at: www.epa.nsw.gov.au 

 

Statutory Approvals 

■ Development Consent, DA 2384 

■ Environment Protection Licence, EPL 12133 
 

Environmental Management Plans 

■ Environmental Management Plan, ENV-EMP-TGQ001 

■ Blasting & Vibration Management Protocol, ENV-EMP-TGQ002 

■ Noise Management Plan, ENV-EMP-TGQ004 

 

 

 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/
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Appendix 1: Environmental Risk Assessment 
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Table 10 Environmental Risk Assessment. 

Risk 
Ref. 
No. 

Risk 
Category 

Relevant 
Sites 

Potential Hazard  Relevance to Project Existing Controls Risk Type 
Risk Control 
Effectiveness 

Expected 
Risk 

Consequence 

Risk 
Likelihood 

Current 
Risk 

Rating 

1 
Surface 
Water 

All Sites 

Uncontrolled discharge due to heavy 
rain causing erosion and 
sedimentation and/or water quality 
impacts offsite.  
Within both the construction and 
operational phase of the operation.  

Sediment dams discharge to 
creeks flowing into Port 
Stephens. 

1. Erosion and sediment control structures (main dam). 
2. Surface water monitoring as required 
3. Inspections. 
4. Ability to pump water 
5. Large water usage at site for processing and operations.  

Environment Satisfactory 2 - Minor 
C - 

Possible 
8 (M) 

2 
Surface 
Water 

All Sites 

Unexpected failure of dams at site 
causing offsite discharge and PIRMP 
incident. Impacts to human health 
and the environment.  

Dams are at site.  
1. Dams constructed to Blue Book. 
2. Engineering review of water management structures.  
3. Quarterly geotechnical engineering inspections. 

Health & 
Safety 

Satisfactory 3 - Moderate 
D - 

Unlikely 
9 (M) 

3 
Surface Water 

& 
Hydrocarbons 

All Sites 
(TGQ once 

operational) 

Contamination of surface water by 
hydrocarbons causing impact to 
human health or environment.  

Relevant as fuel storage tanks 
at site.   
There are other sources of 
hydrocarbons in the 
workshop.  

1.  Surface water monitoring as required in Water 
Management Plan (including oil and grease) 
2. Inspections 
3. Ensure storage, handling and transport of dangerous 
goods are conducted in accordance with relevant Australian 
Standard 
4. Identify classify, quantify & appropriately store hazardous 
waste 
5. Implement oil and fuel spill controls 
6. Ensure adequate spill kits are available on site including 
adequate training for effective use 
7. Appropriate location of hazardous materials storage 
areas to prevent off-site discharges 
8. Hydrocarbon washdown bay and collection sump 
9. Collection through licensed contractors 

Financial Satisfactory 3 - Moderate 
D - 

Unlikely 
9 (M) 

4 
Groundwater 

& 
Hydrocarbons 

All Sites 
Contamination of groundwater by 
hydrocarbons causing impact to 
human health or environment.  

Financial Satisfactory 3 - Moderate E - Rare 6 (L) 

5 
Land 

contamination 
All Sites 

Spills of hydrocarbons causing 
impacts to the land (i.e. 
contaminated soils). 

Relevant as fuel storage tanks 
at site.   
There are other sources of 
hydrocarbons in the 
workshop.  

1. Fuels stored according to HQPL bunding requirements. 
2. Measures in place to ensure spills do not leave site 
approved development footprint i.e. diverting flow away 
from footprint 
3. Bunding subject to regular inspection and maintenance 
4. Hydrocarbon washdown bay and collection sump 
5. Collection through licensed contractors 
6. Spill kits available  

Financial Satisfactory 2 - Minor 
C - 

Possible 
8 (M) 

6 
Land 

contamination 
All Sites 

Spill during delivery/fuelling process 
to mobile equipment and tanks.  

1. Breakaway couplings installed on mobile fuel delivery 
vehicles. 
2. Drivers stay with vehicle during refuelling 
3. Emergency spill kits located on fuel delivery vehicles. 
4. Spill response equipment is regularly inspected and 
maintained 
5. Mobile refuelling takes place in the pit 
6. Drivers trained in spill response procedures. 
7. Refuelling takes place in designated refuelling areas. 
8. Spill Management response is activated 
9. Designated material transfer points  

Financial Satisfactory 3 - Moderate 
C - 

Possible 
13 (M) 



  

Pollution Incident Response Management Plan 

Tea Gardens Quarry, Hunter Quarries Pty Ltd 

 

Document Number Version Number Version Date Revision Date Document Owner Page 

ENV–EMP–TGQ005 Version 7 19/06/2026 19/06/2027 E&D Manager 29 of 57 
 

Risk 
Ref. 
No. 

Risk 
Category 

Relevant 
Sites 

Potential Hazard  Relevance to Project Existing Controls Risk Type 
Risk Control 
Effectiveness 

Expected 
Risk 

Consequence 

Risk 
Likelihood 

Current 
Risk 

Rating 

7 Dust All Sites 
Dust emissions from site causing 
impact to human health. 

Relevant as dust could still be 
produced at the site during 
operations. Note, this risk 
does not relate to the above 
criteria, it relates to the 
triggered of a PIRMP incident.  

1. Complete monitoring & assess results/ program 
2. Water carts/spraying for dust suppression  
3. Minimise disturbed areas 
4. Stop dust generating activities as necessary 
5. Restrict works during periods of high wind 
6. Dust minimisation training 
7. Maintenance of dust control equipment 
8. Complaints hotline 
9. Communicate construction activities to neighbours plus 
potential for dust 

Health & 
Safety 

Satisfactory 2 - Minor 
D - 

Unlikely 
5 (L) 

8 Blasting All Sites 
Release of dry powder and  
emissions from blasting events i.e.. 
fumes.  

Blasting occurring as part of 
operations 

1.  Blast Management Plan implementation 
2. Detailed design & predictive modelling for each blast 
3. Monitoring of each blast with feedback to model, 
including fume inspections.  
4. Establish blast monitoring reference locations 
5. Notify sensitive receivers in accordance with site blasting 
register  
6. Establish & advertise blasting hotline 
7. Drill accuracy is monitored via bore tracking procedures 
8. Establish site blasting procedures & train personnel  
9. Clear site to safe areas prior to blasts 
10. Clear off-site areas prior to blasts 

Health & 
Safety 

Satisfactory 2 - Minor E - Rare 3 (L) 

9 Blasting All Sites 
Vibration/air blast damage to off-site 
structures (i.e. nearby residents). 

Image, 
Reputation 

& 
Community 

Satisfactory 2 - Minor 
D - 

Unlikely 
5 (L) 

10 Ecology All Sites 

Damage to flora or fauna (i.e. 
Clearing outside approved 
disturbance boundary, which 
triggers a PIRMP incident due to 
damage and possible habitat 
destruction). 

Biodiversity offset areas are 
under KHRQ Development 
Consent and KEQ Project 
Approval. 

1. Signage as per KHRQ Flora & Fauna Management Plan 
and KEQ Landscape & Rehabilitation Management Plan. 
2. Monitor & report  
3. Suitable training regarding flora protection 
4. Implement bushfire hazard reduction tasks 
5. Removal of feral animals from sensitive areas 
6. Noxious weed control in sensitive areas 
7. As per BioMP Offset MP for KEQ  
8. As per Flora and Fauna MP for KQ 
9. Fencing, flagging and marking controls  

Environment Satisfactory 3 - Moderate 
C - 

Possible 
13 (M) 

11 
Natural 

Disasters 
All Sites 

Events on site including bushfires, or 
major storms can exacerbate risks, 
potentially leading to the spread of 
pollutants from the site. 

Events could occur on-site that 
are not covered in the water 
controls  

1. Management plans i.e., Bushfire Management Plan. 
2. Bushfire tracks upkeep on site for access 
3. Emergency Response Equipment on site - Mapped and 
distributed to staff  
4. Emergency Response Infrastructure 

Environment Satisfactory 2 - Minor E - Rare 3 (L) 
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Licence Details 

Number: 12133 

Anniversary Date: 08-June  

Licensee 

HUNTER QUARRIES PTY LTD 

PO BOX 3284 

THORNTON NSW 2322 

Premises 

TEA GARDENS QUARRY 

569 MYALL WAY 

TEA GARDENS NSW 2324 

Scheduled Activity (Act) Licensing Fee Category 

(Regulation) 
Scale 

Extractive activities Other extractive activities > 50000 - 100000 T annually extracted or 

processed 

Crushing, grinding or 

separating 
Crushing, grinding or separating > 30000 - 100000 T annual processing 

capacity 
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Contact Us 

NSW EPA 

6 Parramatta Square 

10 Darcy Street 

PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 

Phone: 131 555 

Email: info@epa.nsw.gov.au 

Locked Bag 5022 

PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
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Information about this licence 

Dictionary 
A definition of terms used in the licence can be found in the dictionary at the end of this licence. 

Responsibilities of licensee 
Separate to the requirements of this licence, general obligations of licensees are set out in the Protection 

of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (“the Act”) and the Regulations made under the Act. These include 

obligations to: 

● ensure persons associated with you comply with this licence, as set out in section 64 of the Act; 

● control the pollution of waters and the pollution of air (see for example sections 120 - 132 of the 

Act); 

● report incidents causing or threatening material environmental harm to the environment, as set out 

in Part 5.7 of the Act. 

Variation of licence conditions 

The licence holder can apply to vary the conditions of this licence. An application form for this purpose is 

available from the EPA. 

The EPA may also vary the conditions of the licence at any time by written notice without an application 

being made. 

Where a licence has been granted in relation to development which was assessed under the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 in accordance with the procedures applying to 

integrated development, the EPA may not impose conditions which are inconsistent with the development 

consent conditions until the licence is first reviewed under Part 3.6 of the Act. 

Duration of licence 

This licence will remain in force until the licence is surrendered by the licence holder or until it is suspended 

or revoked by the EPA or the Minister. A licence may only be surrendered with the written approval of the 

EPA. 

Licence review 

The Act requires that the EPA review your licence at least every 5 years after the issue of the licence, as 

set out in Part 3.6 and Schedule 5 of the Act. You will receive advance notice of the licence review. 

Fees and information to be sent to the EPA 

For each licence fee period you must pay: 

● an administrative fee; and 

● a load-based fee (if applicable). 
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Usually, the licence fee period is the same as the reporting period. 

 

The EPA publication “A Guide to Licensing” contains information about how to calculate your licence fees. 

 

A licence subject to load-based licensing (LBL) requires an Annual Return to be submitted to the EPA, 

comprising a Statement of Compliance for Load Based Fee Calculation for each assessable pollutant 

required by the licence. The Annual Return must be submitted by the “due date”, as defined in the 

dictionary at the end of the licence. Refer to the Annual Return reporting requirements under Section 6 

“Reporting Conditions”. 

 

Transfer of licence 

 

The licence holder can apply to transfer the licence to another person. An application form for this 

purpose is available from the EPA. 

 

Public register and access to monitoring data 

 

Part 9.5 of the Act requires the EPA to keep a public register of details and decisions of the EPA in 

relation to, for example: 

● licence applications; 

● licence conditions and variations; 

● statements of compliance; 

● load based licensing information; and 

● load reduction agreements. 

 

Under s320 of the Act application can be made to the EPA for access to monitoring data which has been 

submitted to the EPA by licensees. 

 

This licence is issued to: 

 

subject to the conditions which follow.  

Licensee 

HUNTER QUARRIES PTY LTD 

PO BOX 3284 

THORNTON NSW 2322 
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1   Administrative Conditions 

A1   What the licence authorises and regulates 

A1.1 This licence authorises the carrying out of the scheduled activities listed below at the premises 

specified in A2. The activities are listed according to their Scheduled Activity (Act) classification, 

Licensing Fee Category (Regulation) classification and the scale of the operation. 

 

Unless otherwise further restricted by a condition of this licence, the scale at which the activity is 

carried out must not exceed the maximum scale specified in this condition. 

  

 

Scheduled Activity 

(Act) 
Licensing Fee Category 

(Regulation) 
Scale 

Extractive activities Other extractive activities > 50000 - 100000 T annually extracted 

or processed 

Crushing, grinding or 

separating 
Crushing, grinding or 

separating 
> 30000 - 100000 T annual processing 

capacity 

 

   

A2   Premises or plant to which this licence applies 
A2.1 The licence applies to the following premises: 

  
Premises Details 

TEA GARDENS QUARRY 

569 MYALL WAY 

TEA GARDENS NSW 2324 

LOT 64//DP705955  

AS SHOWN ON PLAN TITLED "EPL PREMISES BOUNDARY TEA GARDENS QUARRY" DAT

ED 27/10/2023. EPA REFERENCE DOC25/7760 

  

   

A3   Information supplied to the EPA 
A3.1 Works and activities must be carried out in accordance with the proposal contained in the licence 

application, except as expressly provided by a condition of this licence. 

 

In this condition the reference to "the licence application" includes a reference to: 
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a) the applications for any licences (including former pollution control approvals) which this licence 

replaces under the Protection of the Environment Operations (Savings and Transitional) 

Regulation 1998; and 

b) the licence information form provided by the licensee to the EPA to assist the EPA in connection 

with the issuing of this licence. 

2   Discharges to Air and Water and Applications to Land 

P1   Location of monitoring/discharge points and areas 
P1.1 The following utilisation areas referred to in the table below are identified in this licence for the 

purposes of the monitoring and/or the setting of limits for any application of solids or liquids to the 

utilisation area. 

P1.2 The following points referred to in the table are identified in this licence for the purposes of the 
monitoring and/or the setting of limits for discharges of pollutants to water from the point. 

  Water and Land  

EPA Identification 

Number 
Type of Monitoring 

Point 
Type of Discharge 

Point 
Location Description 

1  Discharge and 

Monitoring  

Discharge and 

Monitoring  

The discharge point from 

Main Void labelled as LDP1 

on plan titled "EPL 12133 

Monitoring Plan Tea 

Gardens Quarry", dated 

13/02/2025. (EPA ref 

DOC25/249252) 

2  Ambient Water 

Monitoring  

  Monitoring location 

"Upstream Water- 

Drainage Line 1", labelled 

as SW1 on plan titled "EPL 

12133 Monitoring Plan Tea 

Gardens Quarry", dated 

13/02/2025. (EPA ref 

DOC25/249252) 

3  Ambient Water 

Monitoring  

  Monitoring location" 

Downstream Water- 

Drainage Line 1- Northern 

Tributary" labelled as SW2 

on plan titled "EPL 12133 

Monitoring Plan Tea 

Gardens Quarry", dated 
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13/02/2025. (EPA ref 

DOC25/249252) 

4  Ambient Water 

Monitoring  

  Monitoring location 

"Downstream Water- 

Drainage Line 2- Southern 

Tributary" labelled as SW3 

on plan titled "EPL 12133 

Monitoring Plan Tea 

Gardens Quarry", dated 

13/02/2025. (EPA ref 

DOC25/249252) 

 

   

3   Limit Conditions 

L1   Pollution of waters 

L1.1 Except as may be expressly provided in any other condition of this licence, the licensee must 

comply with section 120 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. 

L1.2 Exceedance of a quality limit specified in this licence from Point 1 is permitted if the discharge from 

Point 1 occurs solely as a result of rainfall measured at the premises exceeding a total of 63.5 

millimetres over a consecutive 5 day period. 

L2   Concentration limits 
L2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified in the table/s below (by a point 

number), the concentration of a pollutant discharged at that point, or applied to that area, must not 

exceed the concentration limits specified for that pollutant in the table. 

L2.2 Where a pH quality limit is specified in the table, the specified percentage of samples must be 

within the specified ranges. 

L2.3 To avoid any doubt, this condition does not authorise the pollution of waters by any pollutant other 

than those specified in the table\s. 

L2.4 Water and/or Land Concentration Limits  

  POINT 1  

Pollutant UOM 50 Percentile 

concentration 

limit 

90 Percentile 

concentration 

limit 

3DGM 

concentration 

limit 

100 percentile 

concentration 

limit 
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Oil and 

Grease  

milligrams 

per litre  

   
5 &/or none 

visible 

pH  pH  
   

6.5-8.5 

Total 

suspended 

solids  

milligrams 

per litre  

   
40 

 

   

L2.5 If the licensee uses turbidity (NTU) in place of TSS to determine compliance with 
Condition L2.4, the licensee must develop a statistical correlation which identifies the 
relationship between NTU and TSS for water quality in the sediment basin/s in order 
to determine the NTU equivalent of the TSS limit for the associated discharge point 
(Point 1) before its use. 

L2.6 The licensee must provide the EPA with a copy of the statistical correlation assessment 

methodology and results before using NTU in place of TSS. 

L2.7 The licensee must develop and implement a method to enable the ongoing verification of the 

relationship between NTU and TSS. 

L2.8 The licensee must provide the EPA with any amendments the licensee makes to the statistical 

correlation as a result of the ongoing verification required by Condition L2.5 before using the 

revised statistical correlation. 

L3   Waste 
L3.1 The licensee must not cause, permit or allow any waste generated outside the premises to be 

received at the premises for storage, treatment, processing, reprocessing or disposal or any waste 

generated at the premises to be disposed of at the premises, except as expressly permitted by the 

licence. 

L4   Noise limits 
L4.1 Noise generated at the premises must not exceed the noise limits at the times and locations in the 

table below. The locations referred to in the table below are indicated by Table 2.1 and Figure 2.1 

in Tea Gardens Quarry Noise Impact Assessment by EMM Consulting ref. E240402 RP#1, dated 

October 2024. 

  
Noise Assessment 

Location 
Morning 

Shoulder LAeq 

(15 min) 

Morning 

Shoulder LAmax 
Day LAeq (15 

min) 
Evening LAeq 

(15 min) 

R3-2 Gannet Place, 

Tea Gardens (Lot 11, 

DP 804975) 

35 52 41 35 
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R4- 60 Viney Creek 

Road East, Tea 

Gardens (Lot 5, DP 

733241) 

35 52 41 35 

R7- 32 Viney Creek 

Road East, Tea 

Gardens (Lot 1, DP 

733241) 

35 52 40 35 

R10- 120 Gams 

Road, Tea Gardens 

(Lot 2, DP 873517) 

35 52 40 35 

   

L4.2 For the purposes of condition L4.1: 

a) Morning Shoulder means the period from 5am to 7am Monday to Saturday and the period from 

5am to 8am Sunday and public holidays. 

b) Day means the period from 7am to 6pm Monday to Saturday and the period from 8am to 6pm 

Sunday and public holidays. 

c) Evening means the period from 6pm to 10pm. 

L4.3 Noise-enhancing meteorological conditions  

 

a) The noise limits set out in condition L4.1 apply under the following meteorological conditions. 

b) For those meteorological conditions not referred to in condition L4.3(a), the noise limits that 

apply are the noise limits in condition L4.1 plus 5dB. 

  

 

Assessment Period Meteorological Conditions 

Day Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind 

speeds up to and including 3m/s at 10m above 

ground level. 

Evening Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind 

speeds up to and including 3m/s at 10m above 

ground level. 

Morning Shoulder Stability Categories A, B, C and D with wind 

speeds up to and including 3m/s at 10m above 

ground level; or Stability category E and F with 

wind speeds up to and including 2m/s at 10m 

above ground level. 

   

L4.4 For the purposes of condition L4.3: 

a) The meteorological conditions are to be determined from meteorological data obtained from the 

meteorological weather station identified as Karuah Hard Rock Quarry weather station, located at 
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Lot 21 DP1024341. 

b) Stability category shall be determined using the following method from Fact Sheet D of the 

Noise Policy for Industry (NSW EPA, 2017): 

i. Use of sigma-theta data (section D1.4). 

L4.5 To assess compliance: 

a) with the LAeq(15 minutes) or the LAmax noise limits in condition L4.1 and L4.3, the noise measurement 

equipment must be located: 

(i) approximately on the property boundary, where any residence is situated 30 metres or less from 

the property boundary closest to premises; or where applicable, 

(ii) in an area within 30 metres of a residence facade, but not closer than 3 metres where any 

residence on the property is situated more than 30 metres from the property boundary closest to 

the premises; or, where applicable, 

(iii) in an area within 50 metres of the boundary of a National Park or Nature Reserve, 

(iv) at any other location identified in condition L4.1 

 

b) with the LAeq(15 minutes) or the LAmax noise limits in condition L4.1 and L4.3, the noise measurement 

equipment must be located: 

(i) at the reasonably most affected point at a location where there is no residence at the location; 

or, 

(ii) at the reasonably most affected point within an area at a location prescribed by condition L4.5 

(a). 

L4.6 A non-compliance of conditions L4.1 and L4.3 will still occur where noise generated from the 

premises is measured in excess of the noise limit at a point other than the reasonably most 

affected point at the locations referred to in condition L4.5 (a) or L4.5 (b). 

Note: NOTE to L4.5 and L4.6: The reasonably most affected point is a point at a location or within an 

area at a location experiencing or expected to experience the highest sound pressure level from 

the premises.  

L4.7 For the purpose of determining the noise generated from the premises, the modifying factor 

corrections in Table C1 in Fact Sheet C of the Noise Policy for Industry (NSW EPA, 2017) may be 

applied, if appropriate, to the noise measurements by the noise monitoring equipment. 

L4.8 Noise measurements must not be undertaken where rain or wind speed at microphone level will 

affect the acquisition of valid measurements. 

L5   Blasting 
L5.1 The airblast overpressure level from blasting operations at the premises must not exceed 120dB 

(Lin Peak) at any time at any noise sensitive locations. Error margins associated with any 

monitoring equipment used to measure this are not to be taken into account in determining 

whether or not the limit has been exceeded. 

L5.2 The airblast overpressure level from blasting operations at the premises must not exceed 115dB 

(Lin Peak) at any noise sensitive locations for more than five per cent of the total number of blasts 

over each reporting period. Error margins associated with any monitoring equipment used to 

measure this are not to be taken into account in determining whether or not the limit has been 

exceeded. 
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L5.3 Ground vibration peak particle velocity from the blasting operations at the premises must not 

exceed 10mm/sec at any time at any noise sensitive locations. Error margins associated with any 

monitoring equipment used to measure this are not to be taken into account in determining 

whether or not the limit has been exceeded. 

L5.4 Ground vibration peak particle velocity from the blasting operations at the premises must not 

exceed 5mm/sec at any noise sensitive locations for more than five per cent of the total number of 

blasts over each reporting period. Error margins associated with any monitoring equipment used to 

measure this are not to be taken into account in determining whether or not the limit has been 

exceeded. 

L5.5 Blasting at the premises may only take place between 9:00am-5:00pm Monday to Friday. Blasting 

is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays or public holidays. 

L5.6 Blasting outside of the hours specified in L5.5 can only take place with the written approval of the 

EPA. 

L5.7 The airblast overpressure and ground vibration levels in conditions L5.1 to L5.4 do not apply at 

noise sensitive locations that are owned by the licensee or subject to a private agreement, relating 

to airblast overpressure and ground vibration levels, between the licensee and land owner. 

L5.8 Blasting at the premises is limited to 1 blast on each day on which blasting is permitted. 

Note: A 'single blast event' means a blast which involves either a single detonation or a number of 

individual blasts fired in quick succession in a discrete area of the quarry. Should an additional 

blast be required after a blast misfire, this additional blast and the blast misfire are counted as a 

single blast event. 

L5.9 To determine compliance with Conditions L5.1 to L5.4: 

(a) Airblast overpressure and ground vibration levels must be measured and electronically 

recorded in accordance with the ANZECC guidelines for all production blasts carried out in or on 

the premises; and 

(b) The written record must include: 

i) the time and date of each blast; 

ii) the station(s) at which the noise was measured;  

iii) the ground vibration for each blast; 

iv) the airblast overpressure for each blast; 

v) evidence that during the past 12 month period, a calibration check had been carried out on each 

blast monitor to ensure accuracy of the reported data; and 

vi) the waveform for the ground vibration and overpressure for each blast that exceeds a ground 

vibration of 5mm/sec (peak particle velocity) or an airblast overpressure of 115dB(L). 

 

(c) Instrumentation used to measure the airblast overpressure and ground vibration levels must 

meet the requirements of Australian Standard 2187.2 of 2006. 

L5.10 A Blasting/Vibration Management Protocol is to be prepared by the Applicant prior to blasting to 

demonstrate the protocol to comply with conditions set in L5. The Protocol shall include details 

about: 

• Compliance standards; 

• Measures to ensure compliance with licence limits; 
• Remedial and reporting action plan; 
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• Monitoring methods and program; 
• Notification of procedures for neighbours prior to detonation of each blast. 

L5.11 Offensive blast fume must not be emitted from the premises. 

 

Offensive blast fume means post-blast gases from the detonation of explosives at the premises 

that by reason of their nature, duration, character or quality, or the time at which they are emitted, 

or any other circumstances: 

a) are harmful to (or likely to be harmful to) a person that is outside the premises from which it is 

emitted, or 

b) interferes unreasonably with (or is likely to interfere unreasonably with) the comfort or repose of 

a person who is outside the premises from which it is emitted. 

L6   Hours of operation 
L6.1 Activities at the premises may only be carried out at the times specified in the table below: 

  

 

Activity Hours of operation 

Product loading and dispatch * 5:00am to 9:00pm; Monday to Friday* 5:00am 

to 6:00pm Saturday; and* No product loading or 

dispatch on Sundays or public holidays 

Quarrying operations (including processing 

activity) 
* 7:00am to 6:00pm Monday to Friday;* 7:00am 

to 1:00pm Saturday; and* No quarry operations 

on Sundays or public holidays 

Construction activities * 7:00am to 6:00 pm Monday to Friday;* 8:00am 

to 1:00pm Saturday; and* No construction 

activities on Sundays or public holidays 

Blasting * 9:00am to 5:00pm Monday to Friday;* No 

blasting on Saturdays, Sundays or public 

holidays.* Up to 26 blasts will be undertaken per 

annum 

Maintenance & environmental monitoring 

activities 
24 hours per day, 7 days per week provided 

maintenance activities are inaudible at any 

privately-owned residence. 

   

Note: If justified noise complaints are received then the hours of operation for product loading and 

dispatch may be reviewed. 

L7   Potentially offensive odour 
L7.1 The licensee must not cause or permit the emission of offensive odour beyond the boundary of the 

premises. 
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4   Operating Conditions 

O1   Activities must be carried out in a competent manner 

O1.1 Licensed activities must be carried out in a competent manner. 

This includes: 

a) the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials and substances used to carry out 

the activity; and 

b) the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing, transport and disposal of waste generated by 

the activity. 

O2   Maintenance of plant and equipment 
O2.1 All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the licensed activity: 

a) must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and 

b) must be operated in a proper and efficient manner.  

O3   Dust 
O3.1 All operations and activities occurring at the premises must be carried out in a manner that will 

minimise the emission of dust from the premises. 

O3.2 The premises must be maintained in a condition which minimises or prevents the emission of dust 

from the premises. 

O3.3 All trafficable areas and vehicle manoeuvring areas in or on the premises must be maintained, at 

all times, in a condition that will minimise the emission of dust to the air, or emission from the 

premises of wind-blown or traffic generated dust. 

O3.4 Trucks entering and leaving the premises that are carrying loads of dust generating materials must 

have their loads covered at all times, except during loading and unloading. 

O4   Emergency response 
O4.1 The licensee must maintain, and implement as necessary, a current Pollution Incident Response 

Management Plan (PIRMP) for the premises. The licensee must keep the incident response plan 

on the premises at all times. The incident response plan must document systems and procedures 

to deal with all types of incidents (e.g. spills, explosions or fire) that may occur at the premises or 

that may be associated with activities that occur at the premises and which are likely to cause 

harm to the environment.  

 

The PIRMP must be tested at least annually or following a pollution incident. 

 

The licensee must develop the Pollution Incident Response Management Plan in accordance with 

the requirements in Part 5.7A of the Protection of the Environment Operations (POEO) Act 1997 

and POEO regulations. 
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O5   Processes and management 
O5.1 All above ground tanks containing material that is likely to cause environmental harm must be 

bunded or have an alternative spill containment system in place. 

O5.2 All tanks and storage areas for drums containing material that has potential to cause 

environmental harm must be bunded or have an alternative spill containment system in-place.  

 

The bunding and/or spill containment systems must be properly designed, engineered, and 

constructed to be suitable for the material types and quantities stored therein in accordance with 

all appropriate standards, including Australian Standards (AS)1940 and AS1596. 

O5.3 Bunds must: 

a) have walls and floors constructed of impervious materials; 

b) be of sufficient capacity to contain 110% of the volume of the tank (or 110% volume of the 

largest tank where a group of tanks are installed); 

c) have floors graded to a collection sump; and 

d) not have a drain valve incorporated in the bund structure, 

 

or be constructed and operated in a manner that achieves the same environmental outcome. 

O5.4 The Sedimentation basin must be maintained to ensure that their design capacity is available for 

the storage of runoff from cleared areas such that it receives adequate treatment. 

O5.5 The licensee must maximise the diversion of stormwater runoff containing suspended solids to 

sediment basins installed on the premises. 

O5.6 The drainage from all areas at the premises which will liberate suspended solids when stormwater 

runs over these areas must be diverted into adequately sized sedimentation basins. 

O5.7 The licensee must take all practical measures to avoid or minimise discharges of total suspended 

solids. 

O5.8 Sediment Basins shall be treated, if required, to reduce the Total Suspended Solids level to the 

licenced concentration limit before being discharged to the environment. 

O5.9 The licensee must ensure the design storage capacity of the sediment basins installed on the 

premises is reinstated within 5 days of the cessation of a rainfall event that causes runoff to occur 

on or from the premises. 

O5.10 Each sedimentation basin must have a marker (the "sedimentation basin marker") that identifies 

the upper level of the sediment storage zone. 

O5.11 Whenever the level of liquid and other material in any sedimentation basin exceeds the level 

indicated by the sedimentation basin marker, the licensee must take all practical measures as 

soon as possible to reduce the level of liquid and other material in the sedimentation basin. 

O5.12 The licensee must ensure that sampling point(s) for water discharged from the sediment basin(s) 

are provided and maintained in an appropriate condition to permit: 

a) the clear identification of each sediment basin and discharge point; 

b) the collection of representative samples of the water discharged from the sediment basin(s); 
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and 

c) access to the sampling point(s) at all times by an authorised officer of the EPA. 

5   Monitoring and Recording Conditions 

M1   Monitoring records 
M1.1 The results of any monitoring required to be conducted by this licence or a load calculation 

protocol must be recorded and retained as set out in this condition. 

M1.2 All records required to be kept by this licence must be: 

a) in a legible form, or in a form that can readily be reduced to a legible form;  

b) kept for at least 4 years after the monitoring or event to which they relate took place; and 

c) produced in a legible form to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them. 

M1.3 The following records must be kept in respect of any samples required to be collected for the 

purposes of this licence: 

a) the date(s) on which the sample was taken; 

b) the time(s) at which the sample was collected; 

c) the EPA point identification number for the point at which the sample was taken; and  

d) the name of the person who collected the sample 

M2   Requirement to monitor concentration of pollutants discharged 
M2.1 For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified below (by a point number), the 

licensee must monitor (by sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the concentration of each 

pollutant specified in Column 1. The licensee must use the sampling method, units of measure, 

and sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the other columns: 

M2.2 Water and/ or Land Monitoring Requirements  

  POINT 1  

 

POINT 2,3,4  

Pollutant UOM Frequency Sampling Methods 

Oil and Grease  Visible  Special Frequency 1  Visual Inspection  

pH  pH  Special Frequency 1  Grab sample  

Total suspended solids  milligrams per litre  Special Frequency 1  Grab sample  

Pollutant UOM Frequency Sampling Methods 

Oil and Grease  Visible  Special Frequency 2  Visual Inspection  
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pH  pH  Special Frequency 2  Grab sample  

Total suspended solids  milligrams per litre  Special Frequency 2  Grab sample  

 

   

Note: For the purposes of the above table: 

 

Special Frequency 1 means: 

a) Sampling once <12 hours prior to a controlled discharge; and 

b) Daily during both controlled and uncontrolled discharges. 

 

Special Frequency 2 means: 

a) Sampling on the first day of any discharge 

M3   Testing methods - concentration limits 
M3.1 Subject to any express provision to the contrary in this licence, monitoring for the concentration of 

a pollutant discharged to waters or applied to a utilisation area must be done in accordance with 

the Approved Methods Publication unless another method has been approved by the EPA in 

writing before any tests are conducted. 

M4   Recording of pollution complaints 
M4.1 The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the licensee or any employee or 

agent of the licensee in relation to pollution arising from any activity to which this licence applies. 

M4.2 The record must include details of the following: 

a) the date and time of the complaint; 

b) the method by which the complaint was made; 

c) any personal details of the complainant which were provided by the complainant or, if no such 

details were provided, a note to that effect; 

d) the nature of the complaint;  

e) the action taken by the licensee in relation to the complaint, including any follow-up contact with 

the complainant; and 

f) if no action was taken by the licensee, the reasons why no action was taken. 

M4.3 The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the complaint was made. 

M4.4 The record must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see them. 

M5   Telephone complaints line 
M5.1 The licensee must operate during its operating hours a telephone complaints line for the purpose 

of receiving any complaints from members of the public in relation to activities conducted at the 

premises or by the vehicle or mobile plant, unless otherwise specified in the licence. 

M5.2 The licensee must notify the public of the complaints line telephone number and the fact that it is a 

complaints line so that the impacted community knows how to make a complaint. 
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M5.3 The preceding two conditions do not apply until 3 months after: the date of the issue of this licence. 

M6   Noise monitoring 
M6.1 Attended noise monitoring must be undertaken in accordance with Condition L4.5 and must:  

a) occur at each location specified in Condition L4.1; 

b) occur quarterly in a reporting period;  

c) occur during each day, evening and night period as defined in the Noise Policy for Industry for a 

minimum of:  

• 15 minutes during the day; 

• 15 minutes during the evening; and 
• 15 minutes during the night. 

 
Note: Attended noise monitoring is required only if quarrying operations ( including processing, 

construction and product loading and dispatch) are undertaken during the quarterly reporting 

period. 

M6.2 Subject to any express provision to the contrary in this licence, measurement and analysis of noise 

required by this licence must be done in accordance with the Approved Methods for the 

Measurement and Analysis of Environmental Noise in NSW. 

6   Reporting Conditions 

R1   Compliance, and annual reporting requirements 
  Compliance with licence conditions  

R1.1 The licensee must supply the EPA, via the EPA's online digital portal, the following details of any 
non-compliance with the conditions of the licence within 21 days after the licensee becomes aware 
of the non-compliance:  

a. the date the licensee became aware of the non-compliance; 
b. the date(s) the non-compliance occurred, including if the non-compliance is continuing; 
c. whether the non-compliance relates to air, water/land, noise or waste matters (if 

applicable); 
d. whether the non-compliance relates to a pollution incident; 
e. the licence condition(s) not complied with; 
f. a summary of particulars of the non-compliance, including (if known):  

i. the location where the non-compliance occurred; 
ii. the duration of the non-compliance; 
iii. if the non-compliance is continuing, the suspected end date of the non-compliance; 

g. the cause or suspected cause of the non-compliance; 
h. any action taken, or proposed to be taken, to mitigate the effects of the non-compliance; 

and 
i. any action taken, or proposed to be taken, to prevent a recurrence of the non-compliance. 
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R1.2 The EPA may make a written request for further details in relation to each non-compliance 

reported in accordance with Condition R1.1. The licensee must provide such further details to the 

EPA, via the EPA's online digital portal, within the time specified in the request.  

R1.3 Condition R1.1 does not apply where a non-compliance with a licence condition has been 

identified by the EPA as part of an EPA environmental compliance audit.  

  Reporting transition arrangements  

R1.4 By 05 August 2026, the licensee must supply to the EPA, via the EPA's online digital portal the 
details required in Condition R1.1 for any non-compliance with the conditions of the licence that 
occurred:  

i. after the date the licensee supplied their last Statement of Compliance - Licence 
Conditions to the EPA, and 

ii. before the date of the notice of variation of licence that added this condition to this Licence. 

  Pollution monitoring data summary  

R1.5 If the licensee undertakes monitoring as a result of a licence condition, the licensee must supply to 
the EPA a summary of the results of the pollution monitoring data in respect of each reporting 
period. The summary must be provided as a Microsoft Excel file, formatted with the following 
column headings:  

a. EPA point identification number; 
b. pollutant; 
c. unit of measure; 
d. number of samples required; 
e. number of samples collected and analysed; 
f. lowest sample value; 
g. mean of sample values; and 
h. highest sample value.  

The pollution monitoring data summary for the reporting period must be supplied to the EPA via 

the EPA's online digital portal by the "due date", as defined in the dictionary at the end of this 

licence.  

R2   Reporting documents 
  Reporting of Blasting Events 

R2.1 The licensee must report any exceedence of the licence blasting limits to the EPA via the 

Environment Line as soon as practicable after the exceedence becomes known to the licensee or 

to one of the licensee's employees or agents. 

R2.2 The licensee must supply, with each Annual Return, a Blast Monitoring Report which must include 

the following information relating to each blast carried out within the premises during the reporting 

period covered by the Annual Return: 

a) the date and time of the blast; 

b) the location of the blast on the premises; 

c) the station(s) at which the noise was measured;  

d) the ground vibration for each blast; 

e) the airblast overpressure for each blast; 
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f) evidence that during the past 12 month period, a calibration check has been carried out on each 

blast monitor to ensure accuracy of the reported data; 

g) the waveform for the ground vibration and overpressure for each blast that exceeds a ground 

vibration of 5mm/sec (peak particle velocity) or an airblast overpressure of 115dB(L);and 

d) an explanation for any missing blast monitoring results. 

R3   Notification of environmental harm 
R3.1 Notifications must be made by telephoning the Environment Line service on 131 555. 

R3.2 The licensee must provide written details of the notification to the EPA within 7 days of the date on 

which they became aware of the incident. 

Note: The licensee or its employees must notify all relevant authorities of incidents causing or 

threatening material harm to the environment immediately after the person becomes aware of the 

incident in accordance with the requirements of Part 5.7 of the Act. 

R4   Written report 
R4.1 Where an authorised officer of the EPA suspects on reasonable grounds that: 

a) where this licence applies to premises, an event has occurred at the premises; or 

b) where this licence applies to vehicles or mobile plant, an event has occurred in connection with 

the carrying out of the activities authorised by this licence, and the event has caused, is causing or 

is likely to cause material harm to the environment (whether the harm occurs on or off premises to 

which the licence applies), the authorised officer may request a written report of the event. 

R4.2 The licensee must make all reasonable inquiries in relation to the event and supply the report to 

the EPA within such time as may be specified in the request. 

R4.3 The request may require a report which includes any or all of the following information: 

a) the cause, time and duration of the event;  

b) the type, volume and concentration of every pollutant discharged as a result of the event;  

c) the name, address and business hours telephone number of employees or agents of the 

licensee, or a specified class of them, who witnessed the event; 

d) the name, address and business hours telephone number of every other person (of whom the 

licensee is aware) who witnessed the event, unless the licensee has been unable to obtain that 

information after making reasonable effort; 

e) action taken by the licensee in relation to the event, including any follow-up contact with any 

complainants; 

f) details of any measure taken or proposed to be taken to prevent or mitigate against a recurrence 

of such an event; and 

g) any other relevant matters. 

R4.4 The EPA may make a written request for further details in relation to any of the above matters if it 

is not satisfied with the report provided by the licensee. The licensee must provide such further 

details to the EPA within the time specified in the request. 

R5   Other reporting conditions 
R5.1 A noise compliance assessment report must be submitted to the EPA within 30 days of the 

completion of the quarterly monitoring. The assessment must be prepared by a competent person 
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and include: 

 

a) an assessment of compliance with noise limits presented in Condition L4.1 and L4.3; and 

b) an outline of any management actions taken within the monitoring period to address any 

exceedances of the limits contained in Condition L4.1 and L4.3. 

R5.2 The licensee must, within 7 days of receiving a dust related complaint, provide a written report to 

the EPA that details: 

. activities that were being conducted at the premises on that day, including the location of 

extraction activities and an estimation of the tonnage of material transported off-site: 

. The weather data, and in particular hourly average wind direction and strength, obtained from the 

weather station identified as Karuah Hard Rock Quarry weather station, located at Lot 21, DP 

1024341: and 

. any other factors (eg bushfires) that might have contributed to the complaint, including 

justification as to why these factor(s) might have contributed to the complaint. 

7   General Conditions 

G1   Copy of licence kept at the premises or plant 
G1.1 A copy of this licence must be kept at the premises to which the licence applies. 

G1.2 The licence must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to see it. 

G1.3 The licence must be available for inspection by any employee or agent of the licensee working at 

the premises. 

8   Special conditions 

E1   Activities recommencement 
E1.1 The Licensee must notify the EPA in writing 7 days prior to recommencing scheduled activities at 

the premises. 

E2   Special Dictionary 
E2.1 Noise Policy for Industry - the document entitled "Noise Policy for Industry" published by the NSW 

Environment Protection Authority in October 2017. 

E2.2 Noise - 'sound pressure levels' for the purposes of conditions L4.1 to L4.8.  

• LAeq (15 minute) - the value of the A-weighted sound pressure level of a continuous steady 
sound that, over a 15 minute time interval, has the same mean square sound pressure 
level as a sound under consideration with a level that varies with time (Australian Standard 
AS 1055:2018 Acoustics: description and measurement of environmental noise). 
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• LAFmax - the maximum sound pressure level of an event measured with a sound level meter 
satisfying Australian Standard AS IEC 61672.1-2013 Electroacoustics - Sound level meters 
- Part 1: Specifications set to 'A' frequency weighting and fast time weighting. 
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Dictionary 

General Dictionary 

3DGM [in relation to a 

concentration limit] 

Means the three day geometric mean, which is calculated by 

multiplying the results of the analysis of three samples 

collected on consecutive days and then taking the cubed root 

of that amount. Where one or more of the samples is zero or 

below the detection limit for the analysis, then 1 or the 

detection limit respectively should be used in place of those 

samples 

Act Means the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 

1997 

activity Means a scheduled or non-scheduled activity within the 

meaning of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 

1997 

actual load Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 

AM Together with a number, means an ambient air monitoring 

method of that number prescribed by the Approved Methods 

for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South 

Wales. 

AMG Australian Map Grid 

anniversary date The anniversary date is the anniversary each year of the date 

of issue of the licence. In the case of a licence continued in 

force by the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 

1997, the date of issue of the licence is the first anniversary of 

the date of issue or last renewal of the licence following the 

commencement of the Act. 

Approved Methods 

Publication 

Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 

assessable pollutants Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 

BOD Means biochemical oxygen demand 

CEM Together with a number, means a continuous emission 

monitoring method of that number prescribed by the 

Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air 

Pollutants in New South Wales. 
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COD Means chemical oxygen demand 

composite sample Unless otherwise specifically approved in writing by the EPA, 

a sample consisting of 24 individual samples collected at 

hourly intervals and each having an equivalent volume. 

cond. Means conductivity 

due date Means: 

i) not later than 60 days after the end of each reporting 

period; or 

ii) in the case of a transferring licence - not later than 60 

days after the date the transfer was granted. 

environment Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

environment protection 

legislation 

Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Administration Act 1991 

EPA Means the Environment Protection Authority of New South 

Wales. 

EPA Online digital 

portal 

Means eConnect EPA 

general solid waste 

(non-putrescible) 

Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

flow weighted 

composite sample 

Means a sample whose composites are sized in proportion to 

the flow at each composites time of collection. 

general solid waste 

(putrescible) 

Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

grab sample Means a single sample taken at a point at a single time 

hazardous waste Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

licensee Means the licence holder described at the front of this licence 

Licensing Fee Category 

(Regulation) 

Means the numbered short descriptions in Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations (General) 

Regulation 2022. 

load calculation 

protocol 

Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 
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local authority Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

material harm Has the same meaning as in section 147 of the Protection of 

the Environment Operations Act 1997 

MBAS Means methylene blue active substances 

Minister Means the Minister administering the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

mobile plant Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

motor vehicle Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

O&G Means oil and grease 

Percentile [in relation to 

a concentration limit of 

a sample] 

Means that percentage [eg.50%] of the number of samples 

taken that must meet the concentration limit specified in the 

licence for that pollutant over a specified period of time. In this 

licence, the specified period of time is the Reporting Period 

unless otherwise stated in this licence. 

plant Includes all plant within the meaning of the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 as well as motor vehicles. 

pollution incident Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

Pollution of waters [or 

water pollution] 

Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

premises Means the premises described in condition A2.1 

public authority Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

regional office Means the relevant EPA office referred to in the Contacting 

the EPA document accompanying this licence 

reporting period For the purposes of this licence, the reporting period means 

the period of 12 months after the issue of the licence, and 

each subsequent period of 12 months. In the case of a 

licence continued in force by the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997, the date of issue of the 

licence is the first anniversary of the date of issue or last 

renewal of the licence following the commencement of the 

Act. 
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restricted solid waste Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

scheduled activity Means an activity listed in Schedule 1 of the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

special waste Has the same meaning as in Part 3 of Schedule 1 of the 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

TM Together with a number, means a test method of that number 

prescribed by the Approved Methods for the Sampling and 

Analysis of Air Pollutants in New South Wales. 

TSP Means total suspended particles 

TSS Means total suspended solids 

Type 1 substance Means the elements antimony, arsenic, cadmium, lead or 

mercury or any compound containing one or more of those 

elements 

Type 2 substance Means the elements beryllium, chromium, cobalt, 

manganese, nickel, selenium, tin or vanadium or any 

compound containing one or more of those elements 

utilisation area Means any area shown as a utilisation area on a map 

submitted with the application for this licence 

waste Has the same meaning as in the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act 1997 

waste type Means liquid, restricted solid waste, general solid waste 

(putrescible), general solid waste (non - putrescible), special 

waste or hazardous waste 

wellhead Has the same meaning as in Schedule 1 of the Protection of 

the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2022 

  

Stephen Beaman 

Executive Director Regulatory Operations 

NSW Environment Protection Authority 
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End Notes 

  

Licence varied by notice POEO-2969, issued on 10-06-2026  

Licence varied by notice    1634776 issued on 07-Apr-2025  

Licence varied by notice    1612651 issued on 16-Mar-2022  

Licence varied by notice    1565410 issued on 17-Jul-2018  

Licence varied by notice    1522004 issued on 03-Jun-2014  

Licence varied by notice 1113809, issued on 04-May-2010, which came into effect on 04-May-2010.  

Condition A1.3 Not applicable varied by notice issued on <issue date> which came into effect on 

<effective date> 

 

 

 


